
Myriad of Metal Leaves
Shirley Pygott

 2 DAYS: Monday 6 and Tuesday 7
 Level: Intermediate

 Technique(s): Goldwork

 Kitset: Partial $25 / Full $55

ABOUT THE WORKSHOP

Create a fabulous leafy tree using traditional goldwork threads and 

materials in experimental ways on a hand-dyed linen background. 

The trunk is created by stretching, twisting and couching a variety of 

threads over padding.

You will then create your own choice of stumpwork-style leaves, 

exploring the many different ways that metal threads can be used to 

add glitz and texture to any embroidery you create – each tree will 

be a unique refl ection of the choices you make. 

SAMPLE SIZE ≈ 200x250mm
CLASS
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ABOUT THE TUTOR...

Shirley has tutored embroidery for over 20 years, as well as on three international cruises.

She was ANZEG’s national touring tutor in 2019 and has completed the ANZEG Diploma of 

Embroidery Teaching. Goldwork and needlelace are two of her specialty techniques,

and she enjoys using traditional methods in modern applications.
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Metal Leaves
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Total costs: 2-day workshop fee: $200 + partial kit: $25 = $225
Total costs: 2-day workshop fee: $200 + full kit cost: $55 = $255
This is an opportunity to use your own stash of new, old or even damaged goldwork threads with a partial kit,

or use the supplied materials from the full kit.

Some experience in goldwork will be helpful for this class. Stitches used will be smooth and check purls, pearl 

purl, twist, couching threads and leather. The trunk is made up of felt padding, pearl purls, twist and Rococo. 

The stumpwork-style leaves are created using experimental metal thread techniques that are then applied to 

background: overstretching, massing, rolling, matting, looping, knotting, patterning, coiling and gathering... lots 

of fun new ways to expand your goldwork stitching repertoire.

The partial kitset will include:

• Background linen

• Felt, fused calico and use of 

paint

• Leather, sequins and beads

• Florist wires

• Notes

The full kitset will include the 

above as well as:

• All metal threads (old and 

new)

You will need to bring:

• A  6” (15cm) hoop with bound inner ring

• Rectangular frame ≈ 24x30cm -or- a ring frame  9” (23cm) 

or 10” (25cm) with bound inner ring – hands-free is best but 

we can manage with an ordinary frame.

• A piece of calico or similar to back the work

• Threads (to be advised after registration) 

• A piece of velvet or fi ne corduroy stuck on card for cutting 

threads on, approximately 10cm square 

• Embroidery scissors

• Extra pair of small sharp scissors for cutting metal thread

• Crewel needles sizes 6, 8 and 10

• Chenille needles size 18 and 22 

• A thimble

• Usual sewing kit including tacking cotton

• Small tweezers with fi ne points

• Ruler

• Any personal lighting or magnifi cation you need
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